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Faith in Action Series: The Call to Serve

OPENING THOUGHT

Does what I'm doing even matter? You show up. You do what’s asked. You stay late, clean
up, and lock the doors. You're dependable. You start to wonder if your contribution is
necessary.

If you've served at church for any length of time, you’ve thought your service has been
“unseen” at times. I think of the person who arrives early on Sunday mornings to turn the
lights on and boost the thermostat. Or the person who gives the restrooms a close look
before people start arriving. How about those prayer warriors and meals-on-wheels folks
who are the ministry backbone of many congregations.

It's a hard truth, but an honest one: serving can feel small. No church stage is built to hold
all its members. We live in a culture addicted to visibility. We measure impact by numbers,


https://johndleavy.com/author/john/
https://johndleavy.com/category/character/
https://johndleavy.com/category/discipline/
https://johndleavy.com/category/faith/
https://www.publicdomainpictures.net/en/view-image.php?image=533415&picture=pile-of-dirty-dishes

likes, applause, and titles. And when we don’t see results, we assume our participation isn’t
worth much. But in God’s Kingdom, the smallest act of obedience often carries eternal
weight.

There are important jobs and not-so-vital tasks that need to be done at home, work, in the
community, and at church. Not being seen isn’t a sign of insignificance—it’s pure
stewardship. What about the small boy who supplied Jesus with the five loaves and two fish
(John 6:97) His contribution was indeed necessary for Jesus to feed the thousands of
hungry listeners on the hillside. Or the men who lowered their friend through the roof in
Mark 2:3-5.

There is no insignificant job to be done in God’s eyes: He just desires availability and a
willing spirit.

SCRIPTURE

“One who is faithful in a very little is also faithful in much, and one who is dishonest
in a very little is also dishonest in much.”
—Luke 16:10 (ESV)

The world tells men, “You need to make your mark.” “Don’t waste your time.” “Let others
handle the small stuff; you’ve got more important matters to handle.” Jesus reminds us that
God uses “small things” as spiritual training wheels. How we handle the ordinary reveals
whether we'’re ready for the extraordinary. My first real job was working at the Piggly
Wiggly, the grocery store in our small town. [ wasn’t told on day one I'd be store manager; I
was shown how to bag groceries and place them in the customer’s car trunks in the pouring
rain. Trustworthiness doesn’t begin with titles—it starts with humility. Every hidden act of
service, every unnoticed moment of obedience, is a seed sown into eternity.

When you serve faithfully in the unseen, you're demonstrating to God that He can trust you
with what'’s seen.

APPLICATION

The world tells men, “Your worth is measured by your position, possessions, or your
platform—your influence on others.” The world applauds visibility—it encourages you to
speak about your financial success, your wins, and your strengths. Real ministry only
happens on the stage, right? But that’s the lie no one talks about: the Kingdom doesn’t
advance through platforms—it advances through faithfulness.

God’s economy isn’t built on big moments but consistent obedience. Think about Jesus. He
spent 30 years as a carpenter before three years in public ministry. That’s ten years of quiet
preparation for every year of visible work. The hidden years aren’t wasted—they’re where
God builds depth, endurance, and resilience.



[ think sometimes we forget who we’re really serving. Freshening the restrooms, setting up
chair for a luncheon or directing cars in the church parking lot may seem mundane tasks,
but isn’t it God whom you’re in service to?

There are no invisible, unnoticed acts of service. We serve a God of the seen and unseen.
When you serve with gratitude in the shadows, you honor the God who works in secret
places.

TODAY'S CHALLENGE: TRY SAYING, I'LL DO IT

Identify one area of your life where you've felt overlooked or unappreciated. Instead of
stepping back, lean in. Remind yourself, “This matters to God.” Write it down. Every act of
service is sacred when done with the right heart.

Then pray this:

“Lord, when I feel unseen, remind me that You see me. When my serving feels small,
remind me that You're shaping something eternal. Keep my heart humble and my
hands steady. Teach me to find joy in the unnoticed, knowing You never miss a thing.
Amen.”

FINAL THOUGHT

The world today is all about Claps, Likes, and Followers. If your service is not visible, it's
not worth noting. God measures impact in ways you can’t see. The most powerful
ministries in heaven'’s eyes often have no microphones, no titles, and no fanfare—just men
quietly doing what Jesus would do if He were in their shoes.

Your unseen service is never wasted. It’s recorded. It's rewarded. And one day, you’ll hear
the words that make it all worth it: “Well done, good and faithful servant.”

This week’s step: Do one small act of service this week that no one knows about—offer a
positive suggestion at the next meeting at church instead of pointing out a problem area,
text a verse to a brother in Christ, clean the cutters out before winter sets in for the single
mom in your neighborhood, or walk the refuse can to the curb on garbage day for the older
couple across the street. Let it be your personal offering to God.

WANT TO GET FUTURE DEVOTIONALS BY EMAIL? USE THE CONTACT FORM-JUST ENTER
YOUR NAME AND EMAIL, AND TYPE “SUBSCRIBE” IN THE MESSAGE BOX.

SNAG THIS PRINT-FRIENDLY VERSION FOR YOUR NEXT MEN'S BREAKFAST OR BIBLE
STUDY.
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